Muncie Fire Merit Commission
August 8, 2024 Regular Meeting

[bookmark: _GoBack]The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by President, Andrew Dale. 
Members Present: President, Andrew Dale, Vice President, Linda Gray, Secretary, Andrew Popp, Qiana Clemens and Mike Whited. 

Others present: Chief, Dan Burford and Recording Secretary, and Samara White. 

Approval of the July 25th Meeting Minutes: After review from the commission, Mike Whited moved to accept the minutes as presented, Linda Gray seconded, and the July 25, 2024 meeting minutes were accepted with a unanimous vote.  

Chief Dan Burford:  

Certifications and Recertifications:  Chief Burford was pleased to present and review the large list of new certifications and recertifications within the fire department with the commission.  

Chief Burford communicated that the first group of nine of the recruits have begun working on the floor, three per shift and are doing great work for MFD.  The second group of 13 started the fire training portion of their academy.  

Employee Disciplinary Charges:  Based on the criminal indictments filed by the Delaware County Prosecutor concerning Fire Fighter, Jordan Dulaney, and specifically the nature of the criminal indictments, Chief Burford requested that the MFMC addressed the employment status of Fire Fighter, Jordan Dulaney.  Based on the content of the criminal indictments, Chief Burford indicated that he anticipated filing formal disciplinary charges against Fire Fighter, Jordan Dulaney in the future.  President, Andrew Dale inquired about what the current nature of Fire Fighter, Jordan Dulaney status.  Chief Burford stated that he was currently on administrative leave, which was put into effect when the incident occurred and was placed on administrative leave pending the outcome of the criminal investigation.  Since then the criminal investigation has gone forth where the prosecutor has filed formal indictments.  President, Andrew Dale requested clarification that Chief Burford’s request was not for discipline but rather a change of status that is based on the nature of the charges filed by the Delaware County Prosecutor’s Office.  Chief Burford concurred and affirmed that what President Dale asked was correct. Chief Burford stated that he could only grant administrative leave for Fire Fighter, Jordan Dulaney, but now that he has actual criminal indictments, he requested the commission to become involved and address the status formally from their prospective.  Vice President, Linda Grey made the motion to request that Fire Fighter, Jordan Dulaney be placed on suspension without pay, due to the nature of the seriousness of the charges against the fire fighter, and pending the outcome of the investigation.  Andrew Popp seconded, thereafter MFMC took a roll call vote, and the motion was passed 5-0.   

Promotions:  

With the retirement of Greg Wilkins effective on July 9th, 2024, and meeting with the contractual agreement of replacement within 30 days, Chief Burford requested a promotion for a Battalion Chief, and requested the top three names on the battalion chief promotional list.  Andrew Popp read off the following three names:  Troy Dulaney, Eric Brown, and Jason Jackson.  Chief Burford received letters from Chief Inspector, Eric Brown and Lieutenant Inspector, Jason Jackson respectfully declining the battalion chief promotion.  After removing Chief Inspector Eric Brown, and Lieutenant Inspector, Jason Jackson, Andrew Popp then read the following three names:  Troy Dulaney, Jason Chafin, and Patrick Hoose.  Chief Burford then requested respectfully, for the commission to promote Jason Chafin to Battalion Chief.  Qiana Clemens moved to accept Chief Burford’s recommendation to promote Jason Chafin to Battalion Chief and Linda Gray seconded.  Following a roll call vote, the commission reached a unanimous decision to accept.  

Jason Chafin’s promotion to battalion chief opened up a Captain’s position on the floor.  Chief Burford respectfully asked for the top three names on the captain’s promotional list to be read.  Andrew Popp read the following three names from the list:  Patrick Hoose, Michael Cooper, and Bradly Golden.  Chief Burford then requested that the commission promote Patrick Hoose to Captain.  Andrew Popp made the motion to accept, Qiana Clemens seconded, and following a roll call vote, the commission came to the unanimous vote to accept. 

With Patrick Hoose’s promotion, opened a Lieutenant’s position on the floor.  Chief Burford again asked respectfully for the top three names on the lieutenant’s promotional be read.  Andrew Popp read the following three names from the lieutenant promotional list:  Robert Sheller, Andrew Smalley, and Caleb Maddox.  Chief Burford respectfully requested that the commission promote Robert Patrick Sheller to the position of Lieutenant.  Qiana Clemens made the motion to accept, Andrew Popp seconded and the commission accepted unanimously with a roll call vote.  

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Motion to adjourn made by Qiana Clemens at 6:11pm, seconded by Mike Whited, and MFMC voted unanimously to accept the adjournment.   
